
June 25, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on June 25, 

2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods and Danny 

Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne 

Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Public Works Director Chris Morris, Finance Director Linda 

Conover and Building Inspector Kris Bridges. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:45 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Bowles seconded by Council Member Turner 

with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) appointments to boards and 

commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 

authorized by Subsection 7.   When Council returned to Chambers, Mayor Lawson explained 

that the Closed Session would resume after the general session.   

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Vice Mayor Martin, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Recognize retiring Assistant City Manager and Director of Community Development Wayne 

Knox – City Manager Towarnicki says he has worked with Knox for years and he has always 

been a pleasure to work with, always a calm cool demeanor.  Knox has had a big impact on the 

City and the residents, including his management of several large, successful projects. Mayor 

Lawson read the proclamation, which was presented by Council Members.  Vice Mayor Martin 

presented Knox with the Key to the City. Knox spoke briefly stating that his decision to retire 

was not an easy decision.  Knox thanked Council for having faith in him and it had been a 

privilege to work with the City.  Knox wishes he could have helped all residents but hopes that 

the work he was able to do is appreciated. Council Members and City Attorney Monday reflected 

on their memories with Knox and all wished him the best in his retirement.   
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Hear an update from Lisa Watkins of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding 

activities related to the City/C-PED Small Business Development contract – Lisa 

Watkins shared information packets with Council Members.  Watkins updated Council 

on the Farmer’s Market success and hours, marketing Uptown has turned from events 

to economic development, and CPEG has purchased and installed multiple display 

racks that will include rack cards for various local businesses.  OctoberFest will be 

held October 5 and they are still accepting vendors.  The Uptown merchants will hold 

regular meetings at different locations uptown. Mayor Lawson read a proclamation for 

Restaurant Week.  Watkins explained that coupons for Restaurant Week could be 

picked up at the Chamber. The Incubator is 98% full but there is office space available 

for new businesses.  Another successful round of Start-Up Martinsville and Henry 

County was just completed and separate start-up and boot camp sessions are working 

out well.   

Hear an update from Building and Zoning Official Kris Bridges regarding recent 

concerns expressed about conditions at The Lofts on Rives Road – Building Inspector 

Kris Bridges updated Council on the recent concerns expressed by tenants of The Lofts 

apartments.  There will be a new property manager who is currently going through 
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training.  Only ten tenants attended the apartment meeting on Monday. His office has 

not received any additional complaints from other tenants.  The security cameras are 

not working as well as tenants would like but those are a safety option, not a 

requirement. The door security code function was disabled to maintain the security of 

the tenants because too many people were giving the code out to visitors.  There is a 

key for emergency personal to access the building.  The biggest concern during 

inspection was the housekeeping of the tenants, some were not using the bathroom 

fan or humidifier causing condensation and moisture within the building.  Those 

requirements to operate the fans and humidifiers are included in the tenant lease as a 

requirement to reduce the moisture within the aged building.  Several windows were 

deteriorated due to tenants not following lease requirements and opening blinds to 

allow light inside.  Twenty units are treated by pest control every month and tenants 

can request additional treatments if needed.  The top three concerns during inspection 

were tenant related issues, not management. Tenants were given until mid-July to 

clean their apartments otherwise, they will be in violation of their lease agreement.  

The wellness center at this location will only be open when there is staff on site.  

Inspections is working to assign watch captains at The Loft that will work closely with 

the Police Department to more easily report and address concerns at this location. 

Council Member Turner thanked the tenants for bringing their concerns to Council’s 

attention.  Council Member Bowles thanked Bridges for addressing tenant and 

management concerns.  

Consider approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Martinsville-Henry 

County Chamber of Commerce’s Partnership for Economic Growth (C-PEG) for services 

related to efforts involving small business development in the City of Martinsville for 

FY20 – City Manager Towarnicki explained the need for the MOU, this being the third 

year for approval.  The MOU for FY20 is the same as what was approved by Council in 

FY19. Council Member Bowles made the motion to approve the MOU; Council Member 

Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   
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Hear an update from the Public Works Department regarding various projects and 

operations – Chris Morris updated Council on various projects including the Landfill 

project and cost, Commonwealth Boulevard paving and bridge repair, as well as 
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Starling Avenue and Memorial Boulevard paving projects which will be funded by 

VDOT.  Morris explained other aspects of the Public Works Summer Operations 

including patching and paving, pipe repair, trash collection and more. Morris asked 

residents not to attach any signage to City electric poles are signs and said those will 

be removed.  Morris reminded residents of bulk trash and brush pickup policies.   
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all members 

voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – Wayne Knox shared that the City had applied to a Pine Hall Block 

grant project for $1.25million but was not successful, however come September or October; the 

City can reapply for those funds and is more likely to qualify.  Johnny Spencer, Jr. of 1010 E 

Street shared concerns for overgrown trees and neglected pavement on his road and about fallen 

trees on the adjoining property.  City Manager Towarnicki said he would get someone to check 

that. 
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Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods shared events from the 

prior weekend with the Mustangs game, TGIF, The Worx at the Farmers Market, and the 

presentation at TheatureWorks.  Woods explained there are plenty of activities and 

entertainment in the area and encourages residents to take advantage of those.  Council Member 

Bowles stated that residents on subsidized housing can be hesitant about reporting concerns.  

Council Member Turner shared that Martinsville Mustangs Council Night is on Thursday. There 

will be activities for July 4 holiday and shared details about the event at the Speedway.  Vice 

Mayor Martin commended the Mustangs for the fireworks display. Martin introduced some of 

his family members in attendance that are visiting from Florida. Mayor Lawson explained that 

all City employees would have free entrance to the Mustangs game on Thursday.  Lawson 

thanked Mr. Knox again for his service to the City.  Last Saturday, Lawson and City Manager 

Towarnicki had the opportunity to speak before a group of community leaders from the Sorenson 

Institute on behalf of the City, it was an interesting session and many good questions were 

answered.   

Comments by City Manager and City Attorney – City Manager Towarnicki shared that the 

municipal building will be closed on July 4-5.  Towarnicki explained that budget year FY20 

would begin next week.  City Attorney Monday explained that the next meeting on July 9 is the 

same day as the General Assembly special session convenes on gun control.  Part of the 

governors proposed package is to allow localities to regular firearm possession within their 

borders. Firearms are not allowed in City Hall because of the courthouses. Monday asked if 

Council would like him to relay their support or not if local governments should have that 

authority.   

Council returned to Closed Session.  

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Turner seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Bowles, aye; Lawson, aye; Martin, aye; Turner, aye; and 

Woods, aye.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:45pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


